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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



1 L (Currently Amended): A method for e^^eatmg a supplier rating mafrin for rating oemooo 

2 of a fluppli e r, the m e thod comprising: 

3 defining an initial supplier rating matrix: 

4 defining a first job attribute vector, the first job attribute vector including a set of sub- 

5 attributes, the set of sub-attributes including at least one of a plurality of ranges of tolerance 

6 values, a plurality of ranges of quantity values, and a plurality of ranges of times; 

7 defining a first performance vector, the fust performance vector including a plurality of a 

8 set of performance metrics; 

9 defining a first supplier rating matrix; 

10 calculating a first matrix based on at least the first filter constant the first perforanance 

11 vector^ d e fining a first filter con s tant, wherein th e first filter oongtont io valu e b e tw e en 0 and 1 : 

12 ooloutating a first term, tfao first term boing o product of - at -l eogt - th e first filter confltant, 

13 th ^ fo s t - p e rfonnanc e v e ctor, and the first job attribute vector; 

14 calculating a second matrix the second matrix t^=m b e ing a pnxiuc^ based on at 

1 5 least 1- the first filter constant and the firflt oupplier rating initial matrix; 

16 adding th e flrot t e rm to the second torm^ wb e reb a s econd s upplier rating matrix is 

1 8 cQlciilating a first w eighted average from oaoh Qlotn ent-o^4ie- second supplier racing 

19 matrix^ whoroin tho firot weight e d - av e rag e- is a first supplier rating sGoro. 

20 generating a feedback matrix bv adding the first matrix to the second matrix: 

21 calculating a Dkiralitv of performance ratings each coiresponding to a metric from the set 

22 of metrics from the feedback matrix: and 

23 calculating a final rating value in response to the pluralitv of perfonnance ratings wherein 

24 the final rating is displayed to the customer through an interface in order to asses a supplier, 

1 2, Cancelled. 

I Claim 3-5 (Previously Canceled) 

I 

1 6. (Previously Amended): The method of claim 1 , the set of sub-attributes is defined using 

2 a technical requirements specification of a customer of a supplier. 
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1 aaim 7-8 (Previously Canceled) 

1 9. (Previously Amended): The method of claim 1 , whcrchi the set of performance metrics 

2 includes at least one of speed, quality, cost and swvicc 

I Claim 10-1 8 (Previously Canceled): 

1 19. (Currently Amended): An article of manufacture having computer-readable program 

2 means for creating a supplier rating fflafrj* for rating services of a supplier, the article 

3 compriaing: 

4 computer-readable program means for defining a first job attribute vector, the first job 

5 attribute vector including a set of sub-attributes, the set of sub-attributes including at least one of 

6 a plurality of ranges of tolerance values, a plurality of ranges of quantity values, and a plurality 

7 of ranges of times; 

8 computer-readable program means for defining a first performance vector, the first 

9 performance vector including a set of paformance metrics; 

10 computer-readable program means for defining an first supplior Mial rating matrix; 

1 1 computer-readable program means for defining a first filler constant wherein the first 

1 2 filter constant is value between 0 and 1 ; 

13 computer-readable program means for calculating a first matrix teim, the first maSis 

1 4 t«» bainggpmrinotnf haSfidJHLat least 1- the first filter constant and the ftfotsuppto initial 

15 rating matrix; 

16 computer-readable program means for calculating a second matdx teH», the second 

1 7 matrix *sem being a product based on a t least the first filter constant, the first performance 

1 8 vector, and the first job attribute vector; 

19 wiiiputcr-rcadiiblc program means for adding the firstjiwttix 4ea=» to the second matrix 

20 4eim, whn-"" ■ f yrnn,\ nipplinrm ri n(* a feedback matrix is created; 

21 computer-rcadaMe nioCTam means for ca lculating a pluralitv of performance ratings each 

22 eorresDondigp ^i} n mRtrie frnm the set of metrics fr om the feedback matrix; and 

23 computer-readable program means for calculating a first woightcd avorago firom oach 

24 olomont of th e occond supplier ratiiig roatrin. wherein thpfirot weighted amage ia a firat owpplic i f 

25 i-»Hnfi nrnvf fl final rating value in restwnse t o fee plurality of performance ratings wherein the 

26 final rating is riisnlaved to the castomer through an inte rface in order to asses a SUppUgf- 
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I 20. Cancelled. 



1 21. deviously Added): The article of claim 19. wherein the set of sub-attributes is defined 

2 using a technical requirements specincatlon of a customer of a supplier. 

1 22. (fteviously Added): The method of claim 19 wheiein the set of performajuse metrics 

2 includes at least one of speed, quality, cost and service. 

1 23. (Currently Amended): A system for creating a supplier rating «e»i* for rating services 

2 of a supplier, the system including a CPU and a program stored in a computer readable medium 

3 configured to execute a set of interface modules, the system comprising: 

4 an interface module adapted to define a first job uiuibutc vector, die first job attribute 

5 vector including a set of sub-attributes. the set of sub-attributes including at least one of a 

6 plurality of ranges of tolerance values, a plurality of rang*» of quantity values, and a plurality of 

7 ranges of times; 

8 an interface module adapted to define a first performance vector, the fust performance 

9 vector including a set of performance metrics; 

10 an iuieifacc module adapted to define .. fir r. t supplier ratinG an initial supplier rating 

11 matrix; 

12 an interface module adapted to define a first filter constant, wha^iii the first filter 

13 constant is valnc between 0 and 1 ; 

14 an interface module adapted to calculate a first matrix tefa, the first matrix teH»%e«&« 

1 5 fj©d»6Mf based on a t least 1- the flrai filter constant and the festfluppKw intUal rating matrix: 

16 an interface module adapted to calcdate a second teHft matrix, the second matrix beiftfr* 

17 pFoM^I based on at least the first filter constant, the first performance vector and the first job 

18 attribute vector; 

19 an interface module adapted to add the first teH» matrix to the second tM« matrix, 
wliCLtui J LUCOiiJ iiiipplirr rntinc ff"<i^T^'^ "'"^^^ '^^^^<^ 

an interface module adapted to ^^i^-Iq^ ^ « pliir».Hfv f.f nerfofmance ratings each 
22 r-nnesnonding to ^ «i^-tric from the s e t o f metrics fr om th^ feedback matrte; apd 



20 
21 



23 



24 an inlErface module adapted to calculate a foot weighted avuufeC from oaah olom en t o f 

25 d m i^ uuui id Duppl i or lai i uj - i intrii r, ^ 'hPiLl a Iht f yot ^' ri ch t>. d ^ ^»ii x& ^ h n fi r^t n»r p \ m n rin g 
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26 «eefe-final rating value in response to the plurality of performance raiiiigs wherein the final 

27 rating is displayed to the customer through an interface in order rn asses a SMPplier- 

1 24. Cancelled. 

1 25. (Previously Added): The system of claim 23, wherein the set of sub-attributes is defined 

2 using a technical rtsquircments specification of a customer of a supplier. 

1 26. (Previously Added): Hie system of claim 23 wherein the set of performance metrics 

2 includes ot least one of speed, quality, cost and service. 
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